


AIAri COTE Report
AIAri COTE wrapped up 2007 with those dedicated members
who were bold enough to brave the resulting chaos from the
invasion of Hannah Montana by looking forward and setting
the committee’s focus and goals for 2008. Attendees agreed
on a complimentary advocacy and continuing education
campaign which will focus on two primary advocacy goals
regarding construction waste management in Rhode Island
and possible modification of Rhode Island’s State Energy
Code while also sponsoring continuing education programs &
lectures supporting these goals.

AIAri COTE’s first advocacy goal regarding Construction Waste
Management will build upon a very successful fall event where
Consigli Construction presented impact of construction waste
debris on the environment and case studies on the realities
and possibilities of construction waste recycling. AIAri COTE
has since worked with Brad Hyson of the Apeiron Institute to
arrange a presentation by Consigli at Rhode Island Resource
Recovery (RIRR) for key figures at RIRR, state agencies, and the
AEC industry to begin a serious dialogue on what can be
done to control and minimize C&D waste streams that
currently end up in Rhode Island’s landfill(s).

AIAri COTE’s other advocacy goal involves evaluating ways
Rhode Island’s State Energy Code can be improved. AIAri
COTE looks forward to working with the State Building
Code Committee and Energy Subcommittee to identify
measures to make Rhode Island’s build environment more
sustainable. Look for continuing education events in the
upcoming months regarding technologies and practices that
can improve the performance of our designs.

AIAri COTE also looks forward to working with AIAri’s design
awards committee to follow the example set by our organi-
zation’s primary publication, Architectural Record, to ensure
efforts in sustainability are recognized in future AIAri design
awards.

AIAri COTE is always looking for new and energetic partici-
pants. All are welcome as membership is not limited to
members of the AIA or to the architectural profession. AIAri
COTE meets at the AIAri Window on Architecture, 158
Washington Street, from 5:30pm-7:00pm on the first
Thursday of every month. For more information and
resources, please visit our website by navigating to the

Committees section of the new AIAri website at www.aia-
ri.org, or please filter your interest through AIAri’s Executive
Director, Jennifer Zolkos at execdir@aia-ri.org.

– Christopher Armstrong, Assoc. AIA,
LEED AP, Chair, AIAri COTE

AIAri COTE’s active members include:
Brad Hyson, The Apeiron Institute
Matthew McGeorge, AIA, LEED AP
Daniel Grady, AIA
Brian Valentine, Assoc. AIA
Gregory Spiess, AIA, LEED AP
Cynthia Gerlach, AIA, LEED AP
Gail Hallock, AIA
Christen McKernan. Assoc. AIA
Emily Wetherbee, Assoc. AIA
Christopher Armstrong, Assoc. AIA, LEED AP

12 W I N T E R 2 0 0 8 A I A r i P R E M I S E S

8 Coddington Highway 
Middletown, RI • 401.841.8800 

www.BuildWithTheH.com

The millwork specialists at Humphrey’s 

will collaborate with you to achieve the

best Marvin design solution for your

remodeling ideas, visions and dreams.



This year the AIA Grassroots Leadership and Legislative
Conference will take place on February 20-23 in
Washington, D.C. This conference is designed to bring
together the top leaders from across the country to
network, share experiences and information. This year’s
program will focus on the immense energy and wealth of
knowledge within the profession through the AIA’s compo-
nents, knowledge communities, and other member
constituent groups and collateral organizations. This focus
will help create a shared vision. A concentrated effort is
being made to invite many different special member
constituencies. There will be sessions available on
Government Advocacy Training, Collaborative Leadership
and Best Practices. Attendees will be given the opportunity
to provide input on AIA initiatives, learn from their counter-
parts from around the country, and network with members
of the AIA National staff. AIAri President Michael Abbott
and President-elect Greg Spiess will attend this conference.

AIA National traditionally provides additional meetings
during this week, for CACE (Council of Architectural
Component Executives) and SGN (State Government
Network). AIAri Executive Director Jennifer Zolkos will be
attending the CACE meeting February 20-22. President
elect Cyndi Gerlach will be attending the SGN meetings.
Similar to the Grassroots meetings, these meetings provide
very useful networking and learning opportunities that can
be shared with the local component. Stay tuned for a
follow-up article with further details about the event.

To find out more about the AIA Grassroots 2008
Conference by visiting their website,
www.aia.org/br_grassroots2008

– Cyndi Gerlach, AIA
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Over 40 states and the District of
Columbia, including Rhode Island, have
nonresidential energy codes that reference
the National Fenestration Rating Council’s
(NFRC) independent labeling and rating
procedures, or require their use as the
primary method to determine energy
values. These states use such codes

because improving the energy performance
of windows, doors, curtainwalls and attach-
ment products can significantly reduce
energy consumption in buildings.

NFRC developed a successful residential
rating and labeling system in 1991 - our
labels can be found on new windows
nationwide - that helped spur greater effi-
ciency of fenestration products in this sector.
The nonresidential sector, however, has not
experienced as dramatic an improvement as
the residential sector.

It can be challenging to determine energy performance ratings
for nonresidential fenestration products because often they
are built or assembled from separate components on the
project site. In 2000, NFRC launched a site-built program to
rate and label these types of nonresidential fenestration prod-
ucts. After listening to feedback about the procedure, NFRC
started developing a new, alternative program, called the
Component Modeling Approach (CMA). It will provide bene-
fits to all sectors of the industry, including architects.

CMA, which is designed to be fair, easy-to-use and accurate,
uses approved glazing, spacer and framing components to
produce an energy performance rating for the entire fenestra-
tion product. The ratings for the separate components will be
stored in an online library. Architects will be able to use this
online tool to determine how design changes affect the
energy performance rating of a nonresidential fenestration
product.

The program also provides an independent and standardized
procedure for verifying energy performance of nonresidential
fenestration and supplies documentation that the products are
provided according to specifications. Additionally, CMA will
allow manufacturers to demonstrate that their products meet

energy performance specifications and code, and it will help
building officials enforce local and state energy codes related
to fenestration.

NFRC is seeking input from all sectors of the industry,
including architects, to further refine CMA. If you would like
to comment, please call us at 301-589-1776, or sign up for
our Spring 2008 Membership Meeting, scheduled for March
3-6, in Nashville, Tenn. For more information on CMA and
NFRC, please visit www.nfrc.org.

– Jim Benney, Executive Director, National
Fenestration Rating Council
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AIAri Emerging Professionals Update

The AIAri would like to welcome the
newly elected Emerging Professional
Chairperson, James M. Evard, Assoc. AIA.
James has worked with William Kite
Architects since June 2007. Through the
architecture programs at Kansas State
University and its urban based program
at the University of Missouri-Kansas City
and studies abroad in Castiglion Italy and

Europe, James’s studies have reflected
both the urban context of the city and its

placement in the landscape. As a member of AIAS, he has
held numerous positions on national committees, attended
national conferences, organized galleries for student work,
and participated in community service projects through
Kansas State AIAS’ charter membership in Freedom by
Design.

James has a passion for sustainability, participating in design
competitions for Global Green, AIAS, AIA, Operation
Katrina, and the Solar Decathlon. During his final year in his
education, James was part of Kansas State’s first entry into
the Solar Decathlon and was part of the project from the
early design phase to the erecting of the prototype struc-
ture. Learning from Project Solar House, James has gained
experience in project management, construction processes,
and the hands-on materiality of architecture.

2008 Emerging Professionals
Committee Goals
Education, Service, Connectivity

Targeting key issues relating to the profession at large is
essential for the growth of a beginning architect. From
areas such as design, drawing documentation, construction,
and communicating the process of architecture, the
committee seeks to help provide avenues for emerging
professionals. These activities are important to our growth:

• Scheduling construction tours of new projects as well as
historic renovations provide insight on how the built envi-
ronment has developed and where it is heading through
the work of architects and builders.

• Providing opportunities to be engaged in community
service projects that help foster advocacy, responsibility,
and a sense of community towards the public.

• Informing younger individuals, such as students of archi-
tecture or just someone with a general interest in the

subject of career opportunities in the field.

• Organizing the IDP Forum, as an opportunity for questions
to be raised and discussed about the profession.

• Creating networking opportunities such as an architec-
tural film series, small social outings in New England to
meet other emerging professionals, and a pub crawl in
Newport that highlights the built environment as well as
to enjoy it.

– James M. Evrard, Assoc. AIA, EP Chair
James M. Evrard
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AIA Rhode Island 2008 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Feb 19 - 22 State Government Network and Grassroots in Washington, DC
Feb 21 Lunch ‘n Learn - Designing, Specifying and Building Stairs to the

2006 IRC at AIA Window
Feb 28 Brown Forum for Enterprise - 2008 Conference at RI Convention Center,

Providence, RI

Apr 5 - 12 Architecture Week
Apr 12 23rd Annual RI State Historic Preservation Conference

on Providence’s West Side

May 15 - 18 AIA National Convention in Boston, MA

July 11 Corporate Affiliates Fair at Mt. Hope Farm, Bristol, RI

Aug 4 AIAri Golf Outing at Wannamoisett Country Club, East Providence, RI

Go to www.aia-ri.org to get more info on the AIAri Events Calendar




